New Cabinet Installation
PREPARATION
Recommended Tools:

1⁄ 16”, 1⁄ 8”, 3⁄ 16” Drill Bits
#10 x 21⁄2” Screws (for mounting to wall)

#8 x 11⁄4” Screws (for attaching together)
Variable Speed Drill
Screwdrivers, Phillips and Slotted (power preferred)
Level
Tape Measure
Pencil or Chalk
T-Brace made from 2 x 4’s
C-Clamps or Quick-Grips
Ladder
Shims
Stud Finder
Saw
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Helpful Hint: After the old cabinets have been removed,
this is the best time to bring in any outside contractors
if needed to help with electrical, plumbing, re-flooring,
structural changes, etc.
This is also a good time to fix any imperfections in
the wall surface, and apply an initial coat of paint if
you are changing wall colors. When developing your
schedule, keep these steps in mind.

Prepare wall surface while
kitchen is empty.

Before installation begins you should create a template to assist you
with your cabinet installation. Begin by using a level to determine
if the floor is level and straight. If not, find the highest point on the
floor, along the wall, and mark the spot.

Find the highest point in your floor, and mark.

Measure up 34 1/2” to mark the top of the base
cabinets and 53” for the bottom of wall cabinets.

From this mark, measure up 341⁄2” from the floor, and mark the wall.
Use a level to draw a level line around the room. This will be used
to align the top of the base cabinets. Measure up from the floor
53” and make a level line for the bottom of the wall cabinets. For
a guide line for the top of your cabinets, measure 83” up from the
floor if you are installing 30” high wall cabinets, or 95” if you are
installing 42” high wall cabinets.
Helpful Hint: Double-check your level lines and be certain that they are
level and straight. This step is very important for proper installation.
Your cabinets should be straight, even if your walls and floor are not.

From the marks, draw level lines around the room
to align cabinets during installation.

Also draw level lines to align the bottom
of the wall cabinets.

Once all your horizontal template lines are marked, use the stud
finder to locate the vertical wall studs. Make a mark along the path
of the stud, extending beyond the top and bottom of the outlines,
so that the marks can be seen when the cabinets are in place.
Start in the corner where you plan to begin your installation. Use
your cabinet layout design to determine the locations of your wall
and base cabinets. Measure and mark each cabinet location.
Use a level to create a vertical line to ensure the base and wall
cabinets will align.
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preparation

COMPLETE INSTALLATION TEMPLATE MARKED ON KITCHEN WALLS.

installation

INSTALLING WALL CABINETS
Wall cabinets should be installed first.
Begin by screwing a series of 2x4 or 2x2 wood strips along
the level line for the bottom of the wall cabinets. The top of
the strip should be even with the level line at 53”. These strips
will assist you in supporting the cabinets as you are installing
them. Always start in a corner where two runs of cabinets
will come together, and proceed outward.
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If you are installing a 24” Blind Corner Wall cabinet, read
Option 1 below. If you are installing a 24” Diagonal Corner
Wall cabinet, read Option 2 on the following page.

Screw support strips into the wall to help support
cabinets during installation.

OPTION 1:

24” BLIND CORNER WALL CABINET

Place the blind wall cabinet on top of the support strip while using
the T-brace to support the cabinet. The support strips and T-Brace
will only assist you in keeping the cabinets straight. For proper safety
and installation, one person should steady the cabinet while another
attaches it to the wall.
Place blind corner wall cabinet on support strip.
Use a “T-Brace” to help brace the cabinet.

Make sure the cabinet is pulled out from the corner to match
the distance on your kitchen layout plans and template lines.
Use a level to be sure that the cabinet is level and straight.
If necessary, use shims between the cabinet and the wall to
level the cabinet.

Slide cabinet to align with previously
drawn template line.

Be sure cabinet is level and straight.

Use the stud markings on the wall to align your mounting screw
locations. Use the 3/16” bit to drill a pilot hole through the nail strip
and into each wall stud. Use #10 x 21⁄ 2” screws to mount the cabinet
to the wall. If the cabinet does not cover a stud, use molly bolts to
attach the cabinet. Do not completely tighten screws at this time.
NOTE: The screws must go through the nail strips of

the unit and into the wall studs. The cabinet
may fall if not properly installed.

Use shims to bring cabinet to level, or fill any
gaps between cabinet and wall.

Drill pilot hole, and screw into stud location.
Do not completely tighten at this point.

Place the adjacent cabinet into position according to your
layout plans. Again, make sure both cabinets are level and
straight. A Wall Filler Overlay (Filler/FT Pack) is installed to
transition the two cabinets and provide a 90° opening
clearance for a door with decorative hardware.
(Installation instructions are included with each Filler Pack.)
Continue reading on the bottom of next page,
“Installing Remaining Wall Cabinets”.

Mount adjacent cabinet to the wall.
Use a Wall Filler Overlay to transition the cabinets.

Be sure both cabinets are level and straight.
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OPTION 2:

24” DIAGONAL CORNER WALL (OR 24” EASY REACH WALL)

Place the Diagonal Corner Wall cabinet on top of the support strip,
also using the T-Brace to support the cabinets. The support strips
and T-Brace will only assist you in keeping the cabinets straight. For
proper safety and installation, one person should steady the cabinet
while another attaches it to the wall.
Use a level to be sure that the cabinet is level and straight.
If necessary, use shims between the cabinet and the wall
to level the cabinet.
Place Diagonal Corner Wall cabinet on support strip.
Use a “T-Brace” to help brace the cabinet.

Use shims to bring cabinet to level, or fill any
gaps between cabinet and wall.

Use the stud markings on the wall to align your mounting screw
locations. Use the 3⁄ 16” bit to drill a pilot hole through the nail
strip and into the wall stud. Use #10 x 21⁄ 2” screws to mount the
cabinet to the wall. If the cabinet does not cover a stud, use
molly bolts to attach the cabinet.
Do not completely tighten screws at this time.

Drill pilot holes and screw into stud location.
Do not completely tighten at this point.

Be sure both cabinets are level and straight.

Clamp the second cabinet to the first.

NOTE: The screws must go through the nail strips of
the unit and into the wall studs. The cabinet
may fall if not properly installed.
After the Corner cabinet is secure to the wall, use C-clamps
or Quick-Grips to align the next cabinet to the first cabinet.
If you are using standard C-clamps, be sure to place cardboard
or a spare piece of wood under the jaws of the clamp to avoid
marring the cabinets.

Attach second cabinet to the first. Drill a 7⁄ 8” deep
pilot hole between hinge holes, then screw together.

Use a level to be sure the two cabinets are flush and level with
each other. Permanently attach the second cabinet to the first
cabinet, using #8 x 11⁄ 4” screws. Using a 1⁄ 8” bit, drill pilot holes
at each hinge location 7⁄ 8” deep before screwing the cabinets
together. The screws will eventually be covered by the hinge
plate. See graphic.
Use #10 x 21⁄ 2” screws to mount the second cabinet to the wall.
If the cabinet does not cover a stud, use molly bolts to mount
the cabinet. Again, do not completely tighten until several
cabinets have been installed.

Drill pilot holes for the #8 x 1 1/4” screws halfway
between hinge mounting holes.

Drill pilot hole and screw into stud location.
Do not completely tighten at this point.

INSTALLING REMAINING WALL CABINETS
Once your corner cabinets have been installed, work outward to
install the remaining cabinets. Always align and clamp the new
cabinet to the previously installed cabinet. Be sure the cabinets
remain level and straight, shimming if necessary.
At each marked stud location, drill a 3⁄ 16” pilot hole through the
nail strips and into the stud. Mount the cabinet to the wall with
#10 x 21⁄ 2” screws. Do not completely tighten at this point.

Clamp new cabinets to previously installed cabinet.
Drill and screw into stud locations.

After checking cabinets for level,
screw clamped cabinets together.

NOTE: The screws must go through the nail strips of
the unit and into the wall studs.
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Permanently attach the second cabinet to the first cabinet using #8 x 11⁄ 4” screws. Drill 1⁄ 8”
pilot holes at each hinge location 7⁄ 8” deep before screwing the cabinets together.
The screws will eventually be covered by the hinge plate.
After several cabinets in a row have been screwed together and are level and plumb, tighten
the mounting screws. The screw head should rest firmly against the back of the cabinet, but
do not over tighten. Check to be sure that each cabinet remains level after tightening.

After several cabinets have been installed straight
and level, completely tighten the mounting screws.

Proceed in this manner around the room until all cabinets are installed. Be sure to check for
plumb and level as you go.

INSTALLING FILLERS (A78)
At the end of a cabinet run, you may encounter a small gap
between the last cabinet and the wall. A filler mounted flush
with the front of the cabinet is used to close the gap. Simply
measure the gap and cut the filler lengthwise to that dimension.
Secure the filler into place by drilling through the end panel
of the last cabinet and into the side of the filler. A paintable
caulk can be used to fill hairline gaps.

At the end of a cabinet run, cut and attach filler to
fill any gaps. Drill pilot hole at hinge location.

INSTALLING BASE CABINETS

If you are installing the 42” Blind Corner base cabinet,
read OPTION 1 below. If you are installing a 36” Easy Reach
cabinet, read OPTION 2 on next page.

Place blind corner base cabinet in corner.
Be sure cabinet is level. Shim if necessary.

Drill pilot hole, and screw into stud location.
Do not completely tighten at this point.
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42” BLIND BASE CABINET
Begin in the same corner you did installing the wall cabinets
and proceed outward. Make sure the cabinet is pulled out
from the corner to the proper dimension according to your
kitchen layout plans and template lines. Check to see if it is
level and straight. If necessary, use shims to bring the
cabinet up to the level line.
OPTION 1:

Once the cabinet is level, drill a 3⁄ 16” pilot hole through the
back rail and into the marked wall stud location. Attach
the cabinet to the wall with #10 x 21⁄ 2” screws in the same
manner as the wall cabinets. Do not tighten screws at this time.

Mount adjacent cabinet to the wall.
Drill pilot hole, and screw into stud location.

Use a Base Filler Overlay Pack to
transition the units.

Now position the adjacent cabinet in place. According to the
dimensions on your layout plans and template lines. Make
sure both cabinets are level and straight.
A Base Filler Overlay Pack (30” Filler/FT) is installed to attach
the two cabinets together. It also allows for a 90° opening
and drawer clearance when decorative hardware is used.
(Detailed instructions are enclosed with the A17-30” Filler/FT Pack.)

Continue reading on next page,
“Installing Remaining Base Cabinets”
Be sure both cabinets are level and straight.
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OPTION 2:

36” EASY REACH CABINET

Begin in the same corner you did installing wall cabinets and
proceed outward. After placing the cabinet in the corner, check
to see if it is level and straight.
If necessary, use shims to bring the cabinet up to the level line.

Place corner base cabinet in corner.
Be sure cabinet is level. Shim if necessary.

Drill pilot hole, and screw into stud location.
Do not completely tighten at this point.

Once the cabinet is level, drill a 3⁄ 16” pilot hole through the
back rail and into the marked wall stud location. Attach the
cabinet to the wall with #10 x 21⁄ 2” screws in the same
manner as the wall cabinets.
Do not tighten screws at this time.

Position the second cabinet next to the corner cabinet, aligning
them with C-clamps. Attach the second cabinet to the wall with
#10 x 21⁄ 2” screws, drilling 3⁄ 16” pilot holes in the same manner
as the first cabinet. Double check for level of both cabinets.
Attach the cabinets together with #8 x 11⁄ 4” screws in the same
manner as the wall cabinets. Be sure to drive the screws at
hinge locations so that they will be covered by the hinge plate.
Clamp the second cabinet to the first, and level.

Attach second cabinet to the first, drilling
⁄ ” deep pilot hole at hinge locations.
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Clamp new cabinet to the previously
installed cabinet. Check cabinets for level.

Drill 7⁄ 8” deep pilot hole at hinge
locations, and attach.

INSTALLING REMAINING BASE CABINETS
After your corner cabinets are in place, work outward.
Always clamp the new cabinet to the previously installed
cabinet, drill 1⁄ 8” pilot holes and attach with #8 x 11⁄ 4” screws.
To mount the cabinet to the wall, drill 3⁄ 16” pilot holes and
secure with #10 x 21⁄ 2” screws at marked stud locations.
Proceed around the room in this manner. After several
cabinets in a row have been screwed together and are
level and plumb, thoroughly tighten the mounting screws,
but do not over tighten. Check to be sure that each cabinet
remains level after tightening. Proceed around the room until
all cabinets are installed.
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INSTALLING TOE KICK
Once the cabinet installation is complete, it is time to install
the Toe Kick along the bottom of the base cabinets.
Measure a continuous run of base cabinets and cut a piece
of Toe Kick to the dimension.
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Measure a run of base cabinets.

Cut a piece of Toe Kick to the dimension.

Apply the furnished matching edgeband to cover the cut.
Use a standard household iron and a white piece of paper
to protect the iron from adhesive. Use a high temperature
setting, moving the iron back and forth across the end piece
and paper for about 20 seconds.

Place the matching edge band over
the exposed end.

Use a standard household iron
and paper to adhere.

Let cool for two minutes. Trim off the excess material with
a sharp utility knife.
Repeat this process for each piece of Toe Kick needed to
finish off the base cabinets.
To attach to the cabinet, predrill your nail holes with a 1⁄16”
drill bit, and then nail into place.

After cooling, trim off excess with
a sharp utility knife.

Predrill and nail into place.

MOUNTING DOORS
Attach the hinges to the doors using the #6 x 1⁄2” screws
provided. The hinges and screws are found in the hardware,
included with each cabinet.
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Align the hinges and door to the pre-drilled mounting holes
located on the inside of the cabinet end panel.

Insert the hinge, and with a hand held screw-driver turn the
screws a half turn to the right to lock in place.
Do not over tighten.
Attach hinges to doors and align with
mounting holes inside cabinets.

A 1/2 turn to the right (clockwise),
locks the hinge in place.

Repeat for each door.
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ADJUSTING DOORS
To ensure a perfect spacing and alignment of your doors after
installation, Mill’s Pride hinges are six-way adjustable.
Loosen the following screws before adjustment and then tighten.

5 6 7 8
HORIZONTAL

VERTICAL

Left to Right

Up & Down

DEPTH
In & Out

ATTACHING DECORATIVE HARDWARE (SOLD SEPARATELY)
Mill’s Pride provides a “starter” hole for decorative hardware on
the back side of all doors and drawer fronts. These are suggested
locations for standard hardware sizes. The decorative hardware
you select may vary in size. New holes may be necessary.
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NOTE: Do not drill through “starter” holes until you
have determined the dimensions match the
decorative hardware you have selected.
Check for any installation specifications provided by your
hardware manufacturer.
Clamp the piece of wood, provided in this kit, to the front side
of the door or drawer front, at handle location.

Complete the pre-drilled hole. Clamp the scrap
block of wood to the front for a cleaner hole.

Attach decorative hardware to the drawer front ...

Attach decorative hardware.

... before it is installed onto drawer box.

From the inside of the door, complete the hole that has been
pre-drilled. Use the 3⁄16” drill bit. Be sure to drill completely through
the door and into the block. This allows for a cleaner hole. Push the
bolt through the hole and apply the knob. Tighten from the inside
of the door with a screwdriver.
For accurate spacing for your handle holes, use a piece of
cardboard to create a drilling template. From the inside of the door,
align the bottom hole with the pre-drilled hole in the door. Mark
the drilling location for the second hole through the top hole in the
template. Use the 3⁄16” drill bit. Be sure to drill completely through
the door and into the block. This allows for a cleaner hole. Push
the bolt through the hole and apply the handle. Tighten from the
inside of the door with a screwdriver.

